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The CT HFMA Chapter is pleased to announce a nationally recognized Medicare educational program will again be conducted in state.  The HCPRO 4 ½ day educational session, “Medicare Boot Camp for Hospitals” will be offered on April 23-27, 2012 at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in Meriden, Ct. located off the I-91, I-691, and Route 15 interchange.
This session is usually offered at sites throughout the country, which require the additional cost of travel and lodging.  By sponsoring this session here in Connecticut, the Chapter hopes that providers and firms can be spared the cost of air travel and/or lodging to permit staff to attend a nationally recognized quality program. 

Last year’s program was sold out. This program consistently receives high praise from participants. Here are some testimonials received over the years for this program.
 “Medicare rules and regulations can be confusing and overwhelming! The Medicare Boot Camp provided clarity in a number of relevant areas and identified ways to stay up to date in a constantly changing environment. As a compliance and audit professional, I found this session to be quite informative. I plan on attending a future Boot Camp session as a refresher course.”

Raymond Minor, CPA, CHC, CHRC

Director, Compliance and Audit

Hartford HealthCare 
“Medicare regulations are constantly changing and tend to cause a great deal of confusion. The Medicare Boot Camp provided an in-depth review of rules, regulations and processing guidelines which will undoubtedly assist me in more effectively tracking and reporting on denial issues as well as presenting opportunities hospital-wide. 

The course provided a necessary clarification in several key areas and proved to be quite informative.  I have been working in health care for about 6 years and this was the first in-depth review into Medicare I’ve had and can’t believe how much it helped me to understand.”
Timothy Bavosa 
Denials Coordinator
Stamford Hospital

 “I found the Medicare Boot Camp a wonderful learning opportunity. Medicare is an area that challenges us all. This Boot Camp gave us an amazing amount of information from the basic (UB-04 requirements, value codes, etc) to the complicated (observation billing, for example). The speaker was very knowledgeable and expressive. She used real-life examples that helped us in understanding the more convoluted topics.

I highly recommend this Boot Camp experience to colleagues.  It is a valuable educational experience for anyone who wants to learn and understand more about Medicare issues.” 

Lucille Jaglal

Financial Applications Coordinator

Greenwich Hospital
The learning objectives for this 4 ½ day program include:

· Medicare Basics: Understanding Medicare and Finding Resources on the Web
· UB-04, ICD-9-CM, NPI and Other Must-Know Billing Fundamentals

· Medicare Claims Processing Fundamentals 
· Medical Necessity and Non-Coverage: What you need to know when Medicare is not paying the bill 
· NCCI, MUEs, Modifiers and Other Must-Know Coding Fundamentals 
· Tools for Understanding and Predicting Medicare Outpatient Revenue: Overview of the OPPS 
· Provider Based Departments: E/M services, Critical Care and Other Hot Topics
· The Essentials of Drugs, Biologicals and Devices: How are They’re Covered and How are They’re Paid?

· Surgical and Radiology Services under OPPS: Discounts, Modifiers and More

· Lab: Coverage, Blood Products and more
· Sorting Out Status: Observation Services and Inpatient Admissions

· Tools for Understanding and Predicting Medicare Inpatient Revenue: Overview of the IPPS Module

· When the DRG Payment is not What You Expect: Special IPPS Payments and Adjustments 
Registration fees include all learning materials (except a CPT-4 Code Manual), continental breakfast, coffee breaks, and lunch [Monday thru Thursday]. Participants will be asked to bring a CPT-4 manual or can purchase one at an additional cost.

The early bird registration fee schedule is:

	Early Bird HFMA Member Registration
	$ 1499
	Received    by Feb 23

	Early Bird Non HFMA Member Registration 
	$ 1699
	Received    by Feb  23

	HFMA Member
	$1699


	Received after Feb 23

	Non HFMA Member
	$1899
	Received after Feb 23


The cost of the seminar is discounted both for HFMA members and/or early registration.  While registration fees are higher for non-HFMA members, attendees that choose to join HFMA will find the cost of pro rated HFMA membership to be offset by the savings in registration, thereby providing greater value to your staff.
To insure a high quality, learning experience, the class size is being limited to 26 individuals.  Only the first 26 registrations will be accepted, those received after all 26 slots are taken, will be put on a wait list.  There will be no cancellations allowed, but substitutions will be permitted.
If you have any questions, please contact Yadira Weirshousky at Yadira.Weirshousky@Norwalkhealth.org
To register, go to the Connecticut Chapter web site, www.cthfma.org
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